AIR

The program

Participants — including nonprofit executives, higher education leaders, and web professionals from dozens of local companies large and small – engage in a series of training and networking activities. They use that training to build web sites for nonprofit organizations in one day while competing with each other for prizes and recognition. AIR activities deliver long-term community benefits, and include: 

• Hands-on accessibility training sessions delivered by national experts to explain emerging federal access mandates and provide the design tools and techniques needed to meet the standards.

• A kick-off “mixer” held to match company teams with nonprofit “clients”. Later, the web developers will get together with their new clients to plan the site.

• Rally Day! Web pros gather to create accessible web sites for dozens of nonprofit groups in a single day.

• The culmination of these efforts is an awards celebration where we will honor the winners and all of the AIR participants. 

The results

AIR is a community collaboration like no other, that produces the following results:

• More than 100 web professionals increase their awareness of the societal and business benefits of accessible web design.

• At least 20 nonprofit organizations gain professionally designed, accessible web sites, enabling them to market their mission on the World Wide Web.

• The general public gains understanding of the need to provide access to the emerging communication tools that support the independence of children and adults with disabilities.

• Information technology businesses and staff learn how to mentor and provide jobs and internships to students with disabilities who are learning high tech skills.

• Companies of all sizes increase their customer base and improve their relationships with those who have disabilities as they make their web sites and intranets more accessible.

